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1. EMBASSY IS PREPARED TO APPROACH BELGIANS AS IN- 
STRUCTED REPTEL A TO ADVISE GOB OF FORTHCOMING U S. 

REPORT AND ASK FOR WHATEVER DETAILS ARE AVAILABLE ON 
THE BELGIAN PLAN. AS INDICATED REPTEL B, HOWEVER, 

DEPARTMENT SHOULD APPRECIATE THAT ONCE WE CIRCULATE 
DETAILS OP THE CURRENT BELGIAN OPPER, IT WILL PROBABLY 
BE IMPOSSIBLE TO OBTAIN ANY INCREASE IN IT. 
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2. THAT SAID, EMBASSY IS NOW INCLINED TO RECOMMEND THAT 
THE U.S. ACCEPT THE MODEST BELGIAN ROLE IN THIS CON- 
SORTIUM AND SIMPLY URGE THE BELGIANS TO INFORM OTHER 
PARTICIPANTS OF THEIR DECISION-EVEN IF THIS DOES PUT 
THE DECISION IN CONCRETE. CONFIRMATION OF EVEN A MINIMAL 
BELGIAN CONTRIBUTION MAY HELP KEEP THE OVERALL CONSORTIUM 
ON THE TRACKS. FURTHERMORE, AND DESPITE WHAT FOREIGN 
MINISTRY OFFICIALS TOLD US IN EARLY JULY (SEE BRUSSELS 
7463), WE HAVE HAD NO RPT NO INDICATIONS SINCE FROM 
THE MFA THAT IT INTENDS TO REOPEN THE MATTER. ON THE 
CONTRARY, DIRECTOR GENERAL GROOTHAERT TOLD US RECENTLY 
THAT BELGIAN PARTICIPATION AT $3 MILLION OF GUARANTEE 
AUTHORITY WAS REAFFIRMED BY THE CABINET IN MID- JULY, 

AND THAT HE (GROOTHAERT) NOW CONSIDERS THE SUBJECT 
CLOSED. OTHER HIGH-RANKING OFFICIALS IN THE FINANCE 
MINISTRY AND THE PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE HAVE ALSO TOLD 
US INFORMALLY THAT FURTHER PRESSURE FROM THE U.S. ON THE 
PORTUGAL PROGRAM COULD POSSIBLY HAVE ADVERSE EFFECTS ON 
BELGIAN READINESS TO BE COOPERATIVE ELSEWHERE, FOR 
INSTANCE IN PEACEFULLY BURYING THE OECD SAFETY NET AND 
IN SECURING A SIGNIFICANT BELGIAN CONTRIBUTION TO THE 
ZIMBABWE DEVELOPMENT FUND (ZDF). AT THE SAME TIME, 

THESE OFFICIALS, INCLUDING THOSE FROM THE FINANCE MINISTRY, 
HAVE ALSO SAID THAT BELGIUM MIGHT BE ABLE TO MAKE A 
LARGER CONTRIBUTION TO THE PORTUGAL FUND IN 1978. 
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3. GIVEN THESE CONSIDERATIONS, EMBASSY BELIEVES THAT, 

WHILE CONTINUING TO EXPRESS IN LOW KEY OUR DISAPPOINTMENT 
WITH THE LEVEL OF BELGIAN PARTICIPATION IN THE PORTUGAL 
FUND THIS YEAR, WE SHOULD NOT RPT NOT APPLY ANY MORE 
DIRECT PRESSURE TO GET IT RAISED (AS PER STATE 155135). 

WE WOULD LIKE TO HAVE THE DEPARTMENT'S VIEWS AND 
GUIDANCE RESPECTING THIS RECOMMENDATION BEFORE WE 
APPROACH THE BELGIANS FOR INFORMATION REQUIRED BY REF A. 
CHAMBERS 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: INSTRUCTIONS, ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE, FOREIGN ASSISTANCE 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 09-Sep-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977BRUSSE1 1489 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770327-0414 

Format: TEL 

From: BRUSSELS USOECD 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770983/aaaacrqd.tel 

Line Count: 104 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 890b2c4a-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EB 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 STATE 211910, 77 BRUSSELS 8249 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 29-Nov-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1338655 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FOR PORTUGAL 
TAGS: EFIN, PO, BE, US 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/890b2c4a-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



